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Hello Tennis Friends!

It’s been a beautiful week here in Niagara, although a couple of mornings gave notice that autumn is just 
around the corner.  Conditions for tennis have been great much of the time.

Please note that deadline for entries to the Mixed Doubles Tournament is Tuesday at noon.  We’ll then make 
the draw and inform the teams of their playing schedule.

Junior Invitational Tournament
The Junior Program completed four months of lessons this past Thursday ... punctuated by a thunder shower  
right in the middle of the final day!  Program Director Charlene Juras is already making plans for 2011, but 
in the meantime she’s busy with a series of special events to cap off the 2010 season.

This weekend featured the first of them : a Junior Invitational Tournament.  The U14 division played on 
Saturday evening, but the U12 and U10 sections were delayed until next Sunday because of the threat of 
rain.  It was very impressive to watch the U14 players.  They demonstrated solid tennis along with 
exceptional sportsmanship and self-control.  They’re a real credit to their families and their coaches.  Gold 
medals were won by Dane Sisinni and Jessica Ehlert.

From the left:
Mattea De Munnich,
Scott Robinson,
Ava Pozojevic,
Charlene Juras,
Dane Sisinni,
Miranda Juras,
Luca de Leonardis,
Andrew Smith,
Jessica Ehlert.

Future events include the Junior Team Tennis party on August 27, the postponed Junior Invitational on August 
29, the Junior Program Party on August 31, and the Parent/Child tournament on September 6.
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What’s the Rule on That ... ?

With all the tennis on TV these past couple of weeks, we’ve all seen 
many Hawk-Eye replays.  They show how the tiniest fragment of the 
ball can touch the edge of a line and thus be declared “IN”.  
Some players have been asking : “Do all our club members 
understand this rule?  My balls get called “OUT” more often than 
they should.”

The Rulebook itself covers it simply in Rule 12 : If a ball touches a 
line, it is regarded as touching the court bounded by that line.

The Code is the summary of procedures and unwritten rules that 
custom and tradition dictate all players should follow.  On the 
subject of line calls, it has this to say :

MAKING CALLS

5. Player makes calls on own side of the net. A player calls all shots landing on, or aimed at, the player’s 
side of the net.

6. Opponent gets benefit of doubt. When a match is played without officials, the players are responsible 
for making decisions, particularly for line calls. There is a subtle difference between player decisions 
and those of an on-court official. An official impartially resolves a problem involving a call, whereas a 
player is guided by the unwritten law that any doubt must be resolved in favor of the opponent. A 
player in attempting to be scrupulously honest on line calls frequently will find himself keeping a ball 
in play that might have been out or that the player discovers too late was out. Even so, the game is 
much better played this way.

7. Ball touching any part of line is good. If any part of the ball touches the line, the ball is good. A ball 
99% out is still 100% good.

8. Ball that cannot be called out is good. Any ball that cannot be called out is considered to have been 
good. A player may not claim a let on the basis of not seeing a ball. One of tennis’ most infuriating 
moments occurs after a long hard rally when a player makes a clean placement and the opponent says: 
“I’m not sure if it was good or out. Let’s play a let.” Remember, it is each player’s responsibility to call 
all balls landing on, or aimed at, the player’s side of the net. If a ball can’t be called out with certainty, 
it is good. When you say your opponent’s shot was really out but you offer to replay the point to give 
your opponent a break, you are deluding yourself because you must have had some doubt.

9. Calls when looking across a line or when far away. The call of a player looking down a line is much 
more likely to be accurate than that of a player looking across a line. When you are looking across a 
line, don’t call a ball out unless you can clearly see part of the court between where the ball hit and 
the line. It is difficult for a player who stands on one baseline to question a call on a ball that landed 
near the other baseline.



Flashback of the Week

Congratulations to Tom Braybrook and Carole 
Kanters for identifying Sue & John (B.J) 
Empringham, and John & Sylvia Christie ... 
the finalists in the 1992 Mixed Doubles 
Tournament. 

Both were congratulated by Lezlie Murch, 
who was the Tennis Professional associated 
with our club from 1988-1993.  She now 
operates the Niagara Tennis Academy in 
Vineland.

The Niagara Advance is often the best 
record for the history of all sorts of things 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, and tennis is no 
exception.

This photo appeared in the Advance in 
1979.  Maggie Hammerling and John 
Wall are still active club members 
today.

Inter-Club in Welland

A group of players from Niagara-on-the-Lake Tennis Club traveled to the Welland Tennis Club on Friday to play a round 
of friendly matches and enjoy getting to know each other better. Club Pro Dave Boland hopes these exchanges will 
continue next season, expanding to include more players, more clubs, and more events.  Special thanks to Gillian 
Venturi for setting things up from the Niagara-on-the-Lake end, and to Tady Saczkowski for the photograph.



Help Wanted ... no experience necessary

Our club continues to get better and better, little by little, and it’s all because of the support of the members.  
We’ll honor that on Saturday October 2nd with our second annual Volunteer Appreciation day, cleverly 
disguised as a work party.  

In preparation for that day, we’re looking for six stalwart volunteers to take on the role of 
Windscreen Captains.  Each captain will have the challenge of putting together a 
team which will accept responsibility for one windscreen.

Bear in mind that the Windscreen Captain isn’t required to take down or put up 
a windscreen ... just to put together a team of workers who will do it.  We’re 
looking for recruiters and supervisors.

Ideally, each work team will have 3 or 4 members.  The Club provides all the 
materials necessary for looking after the windscreens, along with detailed 
instructions for installing them.  We also provide encouragement, coaching and 
positive reinforcement.

On October 2nd, the windscreens will be taken down.  Each will be labeled according to its team and its 
location.  In the spring, each team will be responsible for mounting just its own windscreen.  This can be 
done at the convenience of the team members.

Sounds pretty straightforward, right?  But it’s a vital job for the club.  Please send your “application” for one 
of these prestigious positions to rosemarygoodwin@mac.com

While we’re on the subject of “help” ....
Perhaps this is a good time to ask if anyone out there in NOTL-Tennisland could help us with some concept 
drawings of a storage building to fit in the space beside court 1, between the tennis court fence and the 
volleyball court fence.   It wouldn’t have to incorporate a hitting wall as 
well, although that would be an addition welcomed by many of our 
members. [This photo is of a shed and wall at the Welland Tennis 
Club.]

There are two primary reasons for the storage facility : first and 
foremost would be for the use of the Junior Program.  With a space 
virtually on-court for all the nets and racquets and baskets of balls and 
cones and other paraphernalia, the task of setting up and putting away 
after the classes would become much more manageable.  It would also 
lend itself to the players being taught how to set up and put away the 
equipment - another important facet of their learning experience.

The other significant asset of a storage building would be a place for us 
to keep ball machines.  Ideally they’d be battery-operated and would 
re-power in the shed between uses.  As more and more of our 
members seek to improve their tennis with practice sessions between 
games and lessons, this becomes more of an valuable asset.  If members have access to a ball machine and 
to hoppers and ball-collectors, practice will rise as well.    All suggestions welcome.

mailto:rosemarygoodwin@mac.com
mailto:rosemarygoodwin@mac.com


This week’s scrapbook ...

Best regards,

Rosemary Goodwin

on behalf of,
Don Chambers  Sarah Chapman-Jay  John Christie  Charlene Juras
 Phil Landray  Peter Marchesseau  Ralph Mellanby
Janice Schachtschneider   Elizabeth Vinassac  Irene Wall

www.tennisniagara.com

Marlene McCarthy won 1st prize in the Peach Pie 
contest!  Grandson Caleb agrees with the judges.

Nana Shamba visited from Toronto and 
discovered her old partner Sarah Chapman-Jay 
was the coach for the Sunday morning clinic.

And Tonie Mori transformed Mori Gardens 
into a beautiful showplace for the fundraisers 
Passion Niagara and Celebrate Summer.  Now 
that they’re over, will there be time for tennis?
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