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NIAGARA
TENNIS NEWS
Hello Tennis Friends!
It’s been another impressive week at the Niagara-on-the-Lake Tennis Club. The
Juniors are still on the courts five days a week ... Shawna’s clinics are filled to
overflowing four times a week. Our Regular Games are now providing 200 player
spots each and every week ... a truly remarkable accomplishment. And we staged
three special events in the last week, involving 70 members from across the
spectrum of membership.
The courts are available 15 hours a day, from 7am to 10pm. Through the week,
usage levels approach 60-70% of that available time ... far in excess of any other of
the Town’s summer sports facilities.
On most days, the courts are busy from 7am to noon, and again from 4pm to 9pm.
Enterprising members are finding where the openings are in that pattern, and are
fitting their practice sessions and games into the gaps. It’s wonderful to see couples,
families and friends finding practice times throughout the day. And wouldn’t it be
loverly if there was a cozy little courtside area where they could buy a cold drink,
or find someone to chat with while waiting for another member to drop by with the
same idea ... where you’d have the chance of a pickup game.
But this isn’t about pining for what might be. It’s about celebrating what we have
and what has been achieved. We grow stronger as a club as there are more
opportunities for the members to get to know each other better.
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Tuesday August 2nd ...
We called it a Garden Party. You see, each and every Tuesday and Thursday morning there are Regular Games ... two
courts of women’s doubles, two courts of men’s doubles. Separate from each other. Wouldn’t it be nice if they could get
together one morning and all play
mixed round robin? And so we did.
We set up the sun shades ... we put
up the banner flags ..and thanks to
the players, there was lots of lovely
food to go with coffee and iced tea.
A total of 28 players rotated through
short games of Mixed Doubles, all
hoping to put names to new faces
and try a slightly different tennis
experience.

Photo by Victor Gallo.
From the left: Rhonda McMillan, Pat Odey, Alan Briston, Roland Walther, Marlene Walther, Jim Thackray, Maria Budin,
Ruth Unger, Will Wilson, Joan Chicken, Murray Fitzsimmons, Chris Wormwell, Gary Weatherson, Phil Landray, Jim
Mergelas, Joan Mergelas, Will Paley, Bev Lees, Richard Berti, Marlene McCarthy, Deb Robert, Amy Weiner, Marilyn Vann,
Brenda Parks, Brenda Sabine-Green
Down in front: Pete Unger, Roy Page, Rosemary Goodwin, Marion Briston, Ellen Cheslock, Danny McCarthy.

The morning also featured some very
special guests. On the left is Roy Page,
alongside Pete Unger. Roy was
president of the club in 1990 and 1991,
spearheading the pavilion project. He
played tennis until two years ago,
retiring at age 87. Pete still misses his
old doubles partner!
On the right are our four original
members. Danny McCarthy, John Wall,
Marlene McCarthy and Bev Lees were
among the 26 players who formed our
club in 1970, and have been members
ever since. John was president in 1981,
while Danny served in 1983. Both
Marlene and Bev have served in
volunteer capacities for many years.

Dale Daniels was also a welcome guest. Dale has been a regular on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for a long time, but has been sidelined
recently with knee difficulties. On the left, Jim Thackray and Will Wilson offer their commiserations. On the right, Alan
Briston and Marlene McCarthy compare notes. Finding the right diagnosis and the right treatment can be quite a
challenge, so it’s helpful to hear about the experiences of other players.
But one thing continues to be true : injured players really miss their tennis! The thought of returning to tennis is a
powerful motivator to find the right treatment and to persist with the prescribed therapy.
If you’ve been struggling with knee issues, here’s a link to an article on the NPR website :
http://www.npr.org/2011/04/25/135599703/got-joint-pain-maybe-the-answer-is-more-exercise?ps=rs
Another idea for the Garden Party was to initiate some age-event
matches for our club. Michael Beck will celebrate his 80th
birthday in November, making him eligible for an 80+ match. We
certainly have enough players for a doubles game among 80+
members, and for several matches at the 75+ level. This is a very
popular competition at the provincial, national and international
level, so it would be great to showcase these players here in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Our schedule didn’t permit it last Tuesday ...
but one day ....
Special thanks to Sarah Chapman-Jay who managed our makeshift
organization board and kept the matches rolling along. Each time
the wind blew, things had to be re-set ... helping us to realize we
need to acquire better tools for managing these sort of events.

Hella and Michael Beck
Marlene Walther and Sarah Chapman-Jay

Wednesday August 3rd ...
We’ve said it so many times there’s a danger of people starting to roll
their eyes when they hear it. But it’s still hard to resist a rave review :
Ladies Night has been a triumph this season ... a great experience for
32 players every week, half playing at 6:00 and half playing at 7:30.
The program is the handiwork of Elizabeth Vinassac and Kay
Ashwood, and functions beautifully thanks to the care and concern of
all the players. Members choose to either be spares or regulars, with
regulars agreeing to find a replacement from the spares list if ever
they’re not able to play.
The program is so popular that members are already asking for a
position as a regular in the 2012 season!
Once a month, Liz and Kay organize a special social activity in
conjunction with the regular games. Players happily enjoyed
delicious pizza from Rest-To-Go (at Stone Road Grill) along with
salads and dessert. The final social event of the season will be held
on September 7th and will feature the Penguin Trophy, sponsored by Tango Boutique.

Shirley Rednall, Estelle Simons,
Brenda Strecker, Elaine Weiss

Saturday August 6th ...
Many thanks to Dominic Ventresca for building up his Saturday morning Regular Game from one court to three ... much
appreciated by all the players! Dominic has been playing tennis on Saturday mornings at 8:00 for at least 30 years. You
can get on the spare list for this game by contacting Dominic at d.ventresca@sympatico.ca.

From the left: Larry Young, Max Bade, Ross Robinson, Dominic Ventresca, Herman Fontyn, Richard Berti,
Rob Mackenzie, Mike Galloway, Terry Francis, Ray Cutts, Victor Gallo, Patrick MacNeill

Sunday August 7th ...
The Niagara Peninsula Tennis Community is a creature of Courtside Canada (www.courtsidecanada.ca) and was formed
with the hope we’d be able to link the clubs together with regular team play.
Last month, we traveled to Grimsby Tennis Club for our first encounter, then took our turn with hosting them this past
Sunday. The Grimsby TC is a terrific enterprise (www.grimsbytennis.org) and it was a pleasure to have their team on our
courts. In anticipation of the return to NOTL of Anne Kravchenko (teaching pro here from 1995-2002 and recently
relocated to Grimsby), our team was modified with the addition of Nancy Berkhout and Don Pozojevic.
Play started with a 40-minute round of Men’s Doubles (2 courts) and Women’s Doubles (2 courts). Three of our teams
won quite handily : Shirley Rednall & Linda Telford, Gary Inkster & Enzo Mancuso, and Scott McGregor & Don
Pozojevic. The fourth court was a battle between Nancy Berkhout & Sarah Chapman-Jay for Niagara-on-the-Lake, and
Anne Kravchenko & Marilyn Baktawar for Grimsby. The games were all long, and a full set could have gone to either
side. When time expired, the Grimsby pair had the win by a score of 4-3.
After a break, the Mixed Doubles round began : an 8-game pro-set being the order of the day. The first two matches came
our way, with Enzo & Shirley and Gary & Linda earning the wins that guaranteed an overall victory for NOTL.
Meanwhile the other two matches were neck-and-neck. NOTL had a lead in each case, with Grimsby taking advantage
of the extra long set to come from behind. First to tie at 7-7 were Don & Nancy playing against Bob Pride & Anne. There
was lots for the spectators to cheer about before it ended with another win for NOTL.
And then the final match tied at 7-7! Sarah & Scott battled Mike Nielson & Marilyn through yet another tiebreak before
the Grimsby pair took the final point of the day.
What will happen with this program for next season is now up in the air. Each of the clubs need Captains to step forward
and offer to put together teams. There will need to be some definition as to playing levels on the various courts. But interclub team play is a fantastic thing ... we must keep it going.

Team Niagara-on-the-Lake : Gary Inkster, Enzo Mancuso, Shirley Rednall, Scott Mc Gregor, Linda Telford, Nancy Berkhout,
Sarah Chapman-Jay, Don Pozojevic
Team Grimsby : Lauren Doig, Amanda Fraser, Anne Kravchenko, Marilyn Baktawar, Andy Fraser, Drew Dulmage, Bob Pride,
Mike Nielson

Thanks to
Deb Robert
for these
beautiful photos
of the
Inter-club
action.

NOTL club president Ian Waddell
greeted Grimsby club president Ron
Mauro.

It’s a challenge to provide services for an event at our Tennis
Club, but the most is made of what we have to work with.
The players enjoyed the cool of the pavilion between rounds.

Thanks to the Quartek Group for helping with the
printout of our draw sheets. And thanks to Pam’s
Pro Shop for helping us acquire score markers - a
big help for the spectators during the matches.

News
Way to go, Charlotte!
As this is written, Charlotte Petrick is competing in the Canadian Under 18
Championships at the Ontario Racquet Club (ORC) in Mississauga. It has
been an exciting week so far for the Under 14 champion :
In Singles, Charlotte first defeated Alexandra Poissant 6-2 6-2. Then, in the
round of 16, she beat #7 seed Evangeline Repic 6-4 6-3. Yesterday, she faced
#3 seed Nikolette Budai in a quarter-final and played a superb match to win
in two tiebreaks 7-6 (3) and 7-6 (4).
Tomorrow, she’ll face the #1 seed, Marianne Jodoin in a semi-final.
Regardless of the outcome, Charlotte will then have the thrill of playing at the
site of the Rogers Cup. The finals and the bronze-medal matches for both the
boys and the girls U18 titles will be moved to the courts there on Friday.
Meanwhile, in Doubles, Charlotte and her partner Gloria Liang are in the
final match! In their first round, they beat the #3 seeded team 7-5 7-5, then
won again in a quarter-final yesterday. Today they beat Solomiya Zinko &
Iana Nikolaeva in the semi-final 7-5 7-5. They’ll face the #1 seeds, Elianne
Douglas-Miron & Marianne Jodoin for the gold medal.
Charlotte and Gloria are quite a pair, as Gloria is still in the Singles as well. She put out #2 seed Amy He in her quarterfinal and plays the #5 seed in the other semi-final tomorrow.

Center court for Emira
8-year-old Emira Mesihovic can be feeling pretty proud that she
made it to Center Court at the Rogers Cup before Charlotte did.
Emira was part of a five-player demonstration prior to the start of
the first match on Tuesday evening, showing the spectators how
Progressive Tennis is helping our young players get started in the
game. That’s Emira on the left ... you’ll see her often on our
courts with her father, Ed Mesihovic.

Tennis Canada photo

Do YOU have a photo of your Rogers Cup experience? Send it
along for the next issue of NTN.

Upcoming Events

Mixed Doubles Tournament Q & A
Q. What do I do with this Entry Form? There’s nowhere to put it and nobody to give it to.
A. Good question! The Entry Form is primarily for information purposes, and to let you know the information that is
needed. You can email that information to rosemarygoodwin@mac.com. We’ll catch up with you for the entry fee.
Q. Is the tournament for everybody, or only for the “Tournament Players”?
A. This event is intended to be fun for all our members, and all are welcome. This year, we’ve created a second division
so players with less experience, and also those whose best tennis is behind them, can enjoy some competitive matches.
If you’re fairly comfortable with your serve, and can keep a game going at the pace of the other players on the court,
you’re ready to become a Tournament Player yourself.
Q. Will there be anything to eat?
A. The last two years, we’ve made this event a potluck. This year, we’re hoping to make it a Club Party. We’re planning to
have light lunch fare available through the day, and hope to have something cooking on a spit to whet your appetite for
the evening’s festivities. Albert Reyes has considerable experience in dinner presentation for groups, and he’s
volunteered to make this a memorable club evening. There will be a ticket price for non-playing dinner guests.
Q. What if I don’t have a partner?
A. Just enter as a single and we’ll try to match you up. Charlene Juras is the club’s champion matchmaker and may be
able to introduce you to the ideal partner.
Q. What if I lose?
A. You’ll be in good company. There can be one winner in a tournament ... the rest of us are their Worthy Opponents.
Q. I’m not very organized. When do I have to have this sorted out?
A. Please enter by Wednesday August 17. It’s hard to get things ready for you if we don’t know you’re coming!
Q. It sounds like fun, but I’d rather watch than play. Is there another way to get involved?
A. We’re very glad you asked! There’s a lot of work to do to keep the pavilion and the kitchen under control during the
day. Marlene Walther has kindly agreed to Captain this operation, but help in the way of Merry Maids and Willing
Waiters is very much needed. Marlene suggests two-hour shifts. We’ll need volunteers from 8-10am, 10am-noon,
noon-2pm, 2-4pm,4-6pm, 6-8pm and 8-10pm. If you can help in one of these time periods, please contact Marlene at
mmwalther@hotmail.com.
Q. If I don’t sign up, will I regret it?
A. YES!!! Come on out and join the fun.

Entry forms for the Singles Tournament (September 4) and the
Menʼs A Doubles (September 10) are on the Bulletin Board in the
pavilion. Please feel free to contact rosemarygoodwin@mac.com
if you have any questions about these events.

Meet your Fellow Members
They were the best-dressed team in the Women’s Doubles
tournament, and are often the life of the party. Meet
Dorothy Booth and Sheila Krause, sisters who grew up in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Sheila married Hans Krause, an
architect whose career took them to Dubai for several
years, while Dorothy found a westerner - Scott McGregor.
We called them the Bryan Sisters when their fine play
took them to the finals of the Niagara Motors Trophy.
And we’re forever grateful for Dorothy’s beautiful artwork
on the mural in our pavilion.

It’s an annual affair when Damian and Julian
come from Ottawa to spend two weeks with
their grandparents in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Edgar Morriss and Maria Budin are delighted
to have them, and to spend as much time
playing tennis with them as they can.

She was already past her 80th birthday when she and
husband Tom relocated to Kings Point from Toronto in
2008, but Joan Chicken was nonetheless keen to find
the NOTL Tennis Club. Joan has been an important
part of the club from the beginning, working
alongside Liz Vinassac to develop the Ladies NIght
program for two years. When a surgery for a
pacemaker led to serious complications in May, Joan
wondered if there would be any tennis for her this
summer. So it was a great pleasure for Ladies Night
friends to welcome Joan back to the courts this
month. What an inspiration!
From the left: Kay Ashwood, Marlene McCarthy,
Joan Chicken, Elaine Weiss, Irene Wall.

Editorial ...
It was very impressive to see the opening ceremony at the Lawn Bowling Club on Saturday morning. The facility is
beautiful, and the backdrop of the vineyards and the escarpment truly memorable.
Representatives of the Town and province spoke at the opening, all making reference to the feeling of pride arising from
having such wonderful facilities in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
There’s definitely been a trend in this direction over the past 10 years. We can drive around our town and show visitors
our fine Town Hall, our excellent arenas, our extensive soccer fields and ball diamonds, our new Memorial Park
swimming pool, our first-rate fire stations, our beautiful library, our lovely parks, a remarkable new elementary school,
and now of course our amazing community center and lawn bowling club.
Tennis is the odd sport out, the holdover from the 1980s. It seems reasonable to think that our tennis facilities will now be
at the top of the “To Be Upgraded” list for the decision-makers in Niagara-on-the-Lake. It’s incumbent on the tennis
community to provide some stimulation and some guidance for that process.
We have to remember that to be a Town Councillor is not to be a Santa Claus. Councillors and staff don’t have bags full
of money to dispense at will. Rather, they are the stewards of limited resources, for which they are charged with
achieving the greatest value for the greatest number of residents of Niagara-on-the-Lake. None of the other upgrades
happened without a significant amount of work by many people other than councillors and staff ... people who were
stakeholders, who had a vested interest in the finished product.
If we want any change to come about for tennis in Niagara-on-the-Lake, we’ll have to do two very important things:
(1) provide a sound rationale for the decision-makers to say “Yes” and to lend their support to improvement for tennis
[who benefits from tennis and what are those benefits?];
(2) provide a realistic plan to which it’s possible for them to say “Yes”.
So the challenge is clear : how do we go about modifying the tennis facilities in Niagara-on-the-Lake to bring them to the
standard of the rest of the Town’s amenities? What is the vision?

Provincial championship at the Lawn Bowling Club.

If you think you have some answers to that question, or would put some time into the process of developing the answers,
please let us know. Your help is welcomed. Watch for a questionnaire next month to survey the views of all our
members.

Best regards,
Rosemary Goodwin
on behalf of your Volunteer Committee : Ian Waddell, John Christie, Janice Schachtschneider,
Liz Vinassac, Charlene Juras, Sarah Chapman-Jay, Larry Mantle, Peter Marchesseau.

Check it out ...
Many thanks to Larry Mantle for keeping our website as lively as possible, given severe restrictions and few resources.
www.tennisniagara.com
www.courtsidecanada.ca
Tennis Elbow, Anyone?
Here’s a link to an article about an innovative treatment option on the NPR website :
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2011/07/26/138614357/a-rubber-twist-on-treating-tennis-elbow-pain

