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They liked  
to move it

Brian Marshall
Columnist

When I first began study-
ing Niagara’s architecture 
in preparation for writing 
the “Heirloom Guide to 
Architectural House Styles” 
(online: www.heirloom-
homeguide.ca), I was struck 
by the number of historic 
houses and buildings that 
had been moved.

That’s right, picked up, 
transported down the road 
and then set back down on a 
new lot.

So, let’s take a look at 
a few of NOTL’s “walk-
about” homes, starting with 
the “Judge” Butler House on 
Simcoe Street.

Built circa 1817, this early 
Regency expression was 
constructed on a lot in the 

“Butler Tract” that was 
located near the westerly 
boundary of Old Town of 
Niagara on the south side 
of Niagara Stone Road. In 
1969, it was lifted, then 
moved to its current location 
where over the next three 
years it was fully restored.

Next, let’s head over to 
Gate and Prideaux, where 
we find the Old Method-
ist Meeting House. Built 
originally at Gate and Gage 
(adjacent to the Methodist 
Graveyard) circa 1823, it 
was moved to its present 
location in the 1870s, where 
it suffered the indignity of 
housing a “pork factory.”

Some decades later, it was 

converted into a dwelling 
and became the home of 
Mrs. Hannah Lowe Servos 
and her son Lance.

Then there is the Cappon-
Cash House on King Street 
near Paffard. This circa 
1840 Regency Cottage has 
been moved at least three 
times.

Local tradition has it on 
the Vincent de Paul prop-
erty, then on the Commons 
near Fort George before 
being moved to 66 Picton 
St. In 2005, the building 
was sold and subsequently 
transported to its current 
location, there to be given 
a new lease on life through 
restoration.

But there is one house that 
must be considered a road-
warrior. Constructed circa 
1815 for William Woodruff 
in St. Davids, it stood as 
a proud Georgian family 
home for the next 154 years.

Then, in 1969, it was sold 
and its new owners carefully 
dismantled it, transport-
ing the entirety to Caledon, 
Ont., with the intent of 
reconstruction.

Unfortunately, this was 
not to be, and the house 
was moved from Caledon 
to Bond Head in 1992 and 
again from there to Port 
Hope. Finally, in 2003, 
it returned “home” and 
was brilliantly restored on 
Ravine Vineyards’ property. 
(Denise Ascenzo wrote 
a detailed story about this 
house in The Lake Report 
last December.)

Perhaps we should take a 
page out of our shared archi-
tectural history by building 
homes that can withstand 
a walk-about? There’s 
definitely something to be 
learned (or remembered) 
here.
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Tennis at the Queen’s Royal Hotel
Congratulations to the NOTL Tennis Club for celebrating its 50th anniversary! Tennis has a long history 

in our community beginning with the lawn tennis tournaments at the Queen’s Royal Hotel around the 
beginning of the 20th century. “The International” tournament was held here at the end of summer and was 
the jewel of the summer circuit for many players. Even the famous May Sutton, a Wimbledon champion, 
played here, attracting over 2,000 spectators. Matches were scheduled perfectly with the ships’ schedules, 
such as the Cayuga, so that visitors from all over could attend. It was THE social event of the season with 
many hosting tennis parties for the players and attendees all night long. These historic tennis greens have 
now been converted to park greens for the community to enjoy in Queen’s Royal Park.

Survey aims to measure 
effectiveness of  
Cyber-Seniors program 
Larry W. Chambers
Hanna Levy
Special to The Lake Report

Many older adults in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake experi-
ence isolation and loneliness 
– and they also may find it 
difficult to access informa-
tion readily available online.

Some might have devices 
such as laptops, tablets and 
smartphones but not know 
how to use them.

Cyber-Seniors is a free 
NOTL program that trains 
students to become tech-
nology mentors for older 
adults. Funded by grants 
and donations, it is endorsed 
by the NOTL Community 
Wellness Committee and 
has a documentary film 
featuring Cyber-Seniors’ 
accomplishments.

Managed by Nancy Si-
ciliana, the program allows 
tech-savvy students to gain 
practical experience while 
earning volunteer hours and 
developing skills that will en-
hance future job prospects. 
And the seniors learn valu-
able skills to help keep them 
connected to the community.

Among the tools Cyber-
Seniors tech mentors of-
fer are:

* Ordering groceries 
online.

* Video calling with fam-
ily and friends (e.g. Face-
Time and Zoom).

* Booking transportation.
* Online banking.
*Virtual doctor appoint-

ments.
Cyber-Seniors is mainly 

promoted to older NOTL 
residents via flyers sent by 
email to older adults and by 
flyers given to retirement 
and long-term care homes. 
As well, a newspaper article 
like this one help to raise 
awareness.

Cindy Grant, chair of 
the NOTL Community 
Wellness Committee, says 
her organization wants to 
determine how well 
Cyber-Seniors is work-
ing in NOTL. Please call 
Grant at 905-468-7498 to 

share your comments on 
the questions below to help 
determine how to improve 
access to Cyber-Seniors and 
find out its impact. Re-
sponses will be forwarded 
to Siciliana.

1. Have you learned about 
use of the internet from a 
Cyber-Seniors tech mentor?

a. Yes
b. No
2. Would you recommend 

Cyber-Seniors to friends 
and relatives?

a. Yes
b. No
3. How did you find out 

about Cyber-Seniors? (check 
all that apply)

o July 16 newspaper 
article

o A friend or relative
o Notification in a retire-

ment home or long-term 
care home

o Other (please specify)
4. Where do you live?
a. Niagara-on-the-Lake
b. St. Davids
c. Virgil
d. Other (please specify)
5. What else should be 

done to help people learn 
how to use the internet?

a. Learning sessions at the 
library

b. Learning sessions at the 
museum

c. Additional advertise-
ments in the local newspa-
pers about Cyber-Seniors

d. Other
Seniors interested in 

receiving help from a tech 
mentor or students inter-
ested in becoming a mentor 
can call 1-844-217-3057.

To apply online to be a 
tech mentor, visit www.
cyberseniors.org.

* Larry Chambers has 
authored 175 articles and 
books on disease preven-
tion, quality improvement in 
long-term care homes and 
innovative approaches for 
continuing professional 
development. He is research 
director of the Niagara 
regional campus of McMas-
ter University’s school of 
medicine. Hanna Levy is a 
medical student.


